A collaborative community
project in Avondale
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In Spring 2020, Lead Artist Calcagno Cullen and Apprentice
Artists James Bond and Candace Krois started a participato-
ry public sculpture project entitled ‘What We Need To Hear’
in the Avondale neighborhood of Cincinnati. They created
interactive boxes that asked residents to “Write words to
positively motivate” their neighbors. They placed these
hand crafted boxes, equipped with lollipops and cards for
submissions, around the neighborhood at the Laundromat,
Library, Rec Center, and elsewhere, and as a result they
received over 75 responses. Four of these submissions were
selected to become permanent, light-up sculptures at the
Hirsch Recreation Center. Though we could not select all of
them for the sculpture project, we wanted to, share them in
this zine. We found value in all of these communal words of
affirmation and wisdom and hope you do too.
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From: C.T.
Age: Very mature
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From: Eric
Age: 5
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From: Joshua

Age: 18 "
“Everyone is family if you see them as such. Family help each
other. Family is there”

From: Erin
Age: 5
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From: Kenyatta
Age: 12
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“We all have something to offer the world. :)
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“Everything, every experience is an opportunity to learn and grow”
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From: lignae
Age: 12
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From: Jerome
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From: Nicole
Age: 45
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From: Joel
Age: 33
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From: James
Age: 46
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From: Royall
“I want to see me. Just myself” ,
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“Avondale is a community that iso’t the most affluent, and
perseverence is what will keep the residents strong through all the
surrounding change™
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“There is an overwhelming sense of hopelessness in this
neighborhood from the people that can no longer : afford to live in
the gentrified area. They are being pushed out of the area they love
and ‘hope is all they have”
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Age: 16
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From: Khalil
Age: 19
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From: Candace
Age: 16-17
“Don’t let anyone make fun of you. Own your weirdness.”
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From: Zariah
Age: 6
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From:Phillip
Age: 40
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“Just a message on how to live a better life”
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From:Kalven
Age: 15
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From: James
Ag 17
“Put the gun down and pick up a board”
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From: Evette

Age: 50

“Respect all people race, color, creed, religion, background, peace-
fully, environment, and work as a team to beautify Avondale.”
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“Don’t let anyone bring you down. Keep going”
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From: Ivory

Age: 30

“These words mean everything to me because people need ot
know that it takes a village to build a community. I see the sculp-
ture in the neighborhood to let people know they are not alone!”
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From: Kariah
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From: Ausav
Age: 11
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From: Dominik
Age 13
“They mean a lot. So people remember.”
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Thank you to all who contributed!

This project was funded by ArtWorks through a grant from
the National Endowment for the Arts as well as through
funding from Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center
and SunTrust Bank. "

This publication printed by Cereal Box Studio
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