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Data from the Cincinnati Artist Report
• 64% of artists surveyed expressed a desire to 

execute a public or social impact art project

• Top needs to execute a public art project (in 
order): funding, promotion, time, workspace, 
and community partners

• Greatest personal challenges artists face:
1. marketing/exposure
2. making connections

• Greatest market challenges artists have: 
1. lack of space
2. not enough opportunities

In 2019, ArtWorks and Wave Pool teamed up 
to create the Cincinnati Artist Report, which 
asked local artists what they need to thrive. 



How Can ArtWorks Help Artists Thrive?
Through initiatives such as BLINK, ArtWorks has gained experience, and has seen 

much success, in producing work that is driven by artists from inception to execution. 

So often ArtWorks seeks out artists to make someone else’s vision come to life, but 
there are not currently sustainable opportunities for artists to seek out ArtWorks. 

We are changing this. 



Jump Start Program Overview

Through Jump Start, ArtWorks empowers emerging 
artists in the Cincinnati region to define a place-
based or community based public art project 
that helps address a social or civic challenge. In 
response to COVID-19 and its exponential impact in our 
community and beyond, ArtWorks has a high interest in 
supporting projects that promote connectedness. 

ArtWorks will provide five $5,000 project stipends
to support artists’ project execution.

In addition to funding, ArtWorks will provide promotion 
and exposure, studio space, and Youth Apprentices to 
support project execution to the artists awarded.



Jump Start Provides Wholistic Project Support

1. ArtWorks can provide artists with funding, 
thereby increasing opportunities, to execute 
public art projects. 

2. ArtWorks can help expose and promote
artists and can connect artists to a network 
larger network. 

3. ArtWorks can provide artists with studio space.

4. ArtWorks has expertise in project 
management support, community 
engagement strategies, design feedback, and 
permitting.

5. ArtWorks will provide additional assistance from 
the help of Youth Apprentices 



Eligibility



Who will this program support?

Emerging Artists
• In the early stages of their creative development, 26 years old or older
• Have a focused direction and goals, even while still developing their artistic 

“voice”
• Have yet to be substantially celebrated within their field, the media, funding 

circles or the public at large

Artists Who Have Not Designed Projects For ArtWorks
ArtWorks is prioritizing artists who are new to ArtWorks or who have not yet gotten 
the opportunity to design and execute their own project (within the past 5 years). 

Artists of Color and Female Artists
ArtWorks is working to create greater equity for artists of color and female artists. 
Although Jump Start does not solely focus on female artists or artists of color, 
ArtWorks’ goal is to award 50% - 75% of artists chosen to represent these 
demographic groups.

Jump Start is open to individual artists, collectives, and collaborations working in all 
art disciplines.



Driving Lessons
To support Artists more holistically, 
ArtWorks is partnering with Wave Pool 
through their new Driving Lessons 
program. It is required for all awardees to 
take Wave Pool's Driving Lessons. 

Through Driving Lessons, artists will gain 
more knowledge and skills in the areas of 
budgeting, marketing, goal setting, 
communications, and more. We believe 
that Driving Lessons will support emerging 
artists to be competitive in their 
applications and as successful as possible 
on project execution. 



Driving Lessons

Driving Lessons, evening classes
Mondays May 11th, 14th, and 18th 5:30-
9:30
online via zoom
Enrollment Fee: $50

Driving Lessons, Weekend 2
May 30th and 31st, 9am-4pm each day
at Wave Pool (or online depending on 
status of COVID19 - if these move to online 
the price will adjust to $50)
Enrollment Fee: $100



Outcome and Output Requirements
Social Impact
Projects should address a social or civic issue and improve social, economic, or physical aspects of life for community members.
Projects must also articulate how community assets will be leveraged. 

Place or Community Impact
The artist should have ties either to the physical place the project will be executed or be a member of the community they are 
engaging. 

Youth Impact
Artists will work with at least one Youth Apprentice (18 - 21 years old) on the project. Artists will be expected to provide 
mentorship and leadership, while Youth Apprentices can provide support, such as creative collaboration and labor assistance. 

Project Outputs
Projects may be permanent, temporary, mobile, or based on the web. In terms of medium, they may be visual, digital, 
environmental, sound, or performance. Murals will be considered, but they must be innovative and go beyond the paint on the 
wall.

Geographic Requirements
Physical projects must take place within Cincinnati city limits or the three neighboring Northern Kentucky neighborhoods of 
Covington, Newport, and Bellevue. Web-based projects can reach audiences beyond the Cincinnati region, but must be 
relevant to the chosen community of focus within the region. 



Application Process



Application Process
1. Visit ArtWorksCincinnati.org/jumpstart/

2. Download the application materials

• Take a look at our RFP Overview. It includes the project requirements, the timeline, the application 
components, eligibility criteria, Youth Apprentice considerations, and FAQs.

• Get a preview of the questions for the application on our website.

3. Sign up for Wave Pool’s Driving Lessons.

• Scholarships for the enrollment fee are available by reaching out to Wave Pool. 

4. Complete the application

• The application for Jump Start is due by Monday, June 8, 2020 at noon.
• Submit your application through the Google Form.



Application Process
You will also be required to upload supporting materials in the application.

• Head Shot – Submit a photo that clearly depicts you from 

shoulders up, 300 DPI minimum, 1MB max file size.

• Project Supporting Documents (Optional) – Submit up 

to two supporting documents, max 1MB per file. These can 

be used to visually support your proposed project.

• Budget – request of up to $5000 in support 

from ArtWorks and any additional supporting funding you 

may have. Please preview the budget template online.

• Portfolio – up to 5 images, minimum 300 DPI and 

maximum file size 1MB per image.

Headshot example



Working with Youth Apprentices

• Youth Apprentices will be 18 years or older. 

• Each awardee will be able to select the apprentices they would like to 

work with based on a pool provided by ArtWorks.

• Youth Apprentices can support needs such as community engagement 

facilitators, creative brainstorm collaborators, project executioners, 

etc. 

• Youth Apprentices are a benefit beyond the project stipend. They are 

able to work for 5 weeks at 15 hours a week on average.



Jury Process
Project Impact

• Does artist clearly define how their project engages place or community improve social, economic, or 
physical aspects of life for community members?

• Does the applicant have a compelling relationship to the place or community they have selected to 
engage?

• Is the artist addressing ways to promote connectedness or responding to COVID-19?

Youth & Artist Impact
• Has the applicant clearly defined meaningful work experiences for Youth Apprentices?
• Does the applicant clearly articulate an interest in providing mentorship and leadership to Youth 

Apprentices?
• Does the emerging artist applicant seem poised for growth and show enthusiasm 

to leverage ArtWorks’ resources beyond funding?

Project Outcomes
• Has the applicant defined clear outcomes for the project?
• Does their project (including budget) seem realistic and achievable?
• Do their portfolio samples support the likelihood of a successful outcome?
• Is the applicant innovating in their medium of choice?



Timeline

Week of April 6, 2020 Applications Open

April 30, 2020 Applicant Info Session, 4:00pm (Zoom)

June 8, 2020 Applications Close at Noon

June 10 – 18, 2020 Jury Review and Awardee selection

June 23, 2020 Awardee notification deadline

June 26, 2020 Public Announcement

August 10 - October 31, 2020 Project Execution



Questions?



Thank You!


